Task 1

Write an answer to one of the questions a-b.

a. 
Read the conversation below:

GP: 
Hello, what brings you to me?

Pt:
I've got awful pains in my belly and I feel like I'm going throw up all the time. I feel awful.

GP. 
How long have you had this pain?

Pt.
It started last night, up here, but this morning it's here, and it really hurts.

GP.
How was it last night?

Pt.
Oh, it wasn't too bad. The pain came and went, and I managed to get a little sleep, but now 
it's really 
killing me. It's been steady down here for the last four or five hours.

GP. 
How has your appetite been?

Pt.
Oh, I haven't eaten a thing since yesterday afternoon. I just couldn't stand to look at food.

GP.
Have you had any bowel movements?

Pt.
Not for two days.

GP.
Is this regular for you?

Pt.
No, I usually have one every day.

GP.
Have you had any diarrhoea?

Pt.
No.

GP.
How about all this feeling sick and vomiting?

Pt.
Well, it's gotten better. Last night I was vomiting about every two hours. It was real bad.

GP.
Does it hurt when you move?

Pt.
It sure does.

GP.
Does it help if you lie still?

Pt. 
Yes, it does.

GP. 
Have you had a cold recently or been with anyone who has?

Pt.
No, not that I remember of.

GP.
Have you been short of breath at all?

Pt.
I don't think so.

GP.
All right, Mr. Smith. I'll have a look at you now......

GP's presumptive diagnosis is: appendicitis. He wants it confirmed by a specialist, and decides to have the patient admitted to hospital. 
On the basis of the above dialogue, please write a referral letter to the specialist.

Use medical forms, do not use note form. The body of the letter should be about 150 words.
Start with:

Dear Dr D. Black,

I would like you to see my patient.....














verte
b. Write a letter to a colleague of yours in which you describe a professional problem and request advice.
You are a family care paediatrician. A lot of your parent patients have decided not to vaccinate their children against childhood diseases. They say vaccinations can do more harm than good. Ask your colleague for some advice.

Instructions:

- Explain why you are writing

- Describe the problem

- Briefly explain how you have dealt with it so far.
Ask for some advice. The body of the letter should be about 150 words. 
Task 2

Write an answer to one of the questions a-c. Write your answer in 180-220 words.

a. 

'Doctors cannot be loved and respected by all their patients all the time, nor can they expect of themselves an ability to warm towards all of their patients.' Ford (1996)
How far do you agree with the statement? Express your opinion. 

b. 
'It is much more important to know what sort of a patient has a disease than what sort of a disease a patient has.' William Osler
What is your understanding of the quote? How far do you agree with it?
c.
'The work of the doctor will, in the future, be ever more that of an educator, and ever less that of a man who treats ailments.' Lord Horder (1871-1955)

Has the role of a doctor changed over the last 80 years? If yes, to what extent? Express your opinion.
